How to fly Multiplayer in FSX
by panos95

VERSION 1.10

This tutorial’s purpose is to teach all those who don’t know how to fly multiplayer in the new Flight
Simulator Platform, Flight Simulator X [FSX or FS10].

| assume in this article that you know how to fly a plane in FS, as the tutorial does not cover the basics of
flying in flight simulator.
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1. OVERVIEW

Multiplayer is something that almost all games have. Why? Because people get bored playing alone.

Microsoft has included a Multiplayer feature in FSX. Nothing is like flying with others. You cannot guess
the other player’s moves. In Multiplayer you can do as many things you can do in Free Flight plus some
more, such us flying in formation or dealing with an emergency with a co-pilot.

But this tutorial’s purpose isn’t to show you the FSX multiplayer features, but how to fly with others.
This tutorial assumes that you know how to fly a plane in FS, so it won’t teach you how.

2. The Flight Simulator X Multiplayer Interface

It is quite easy to navigate in the FSX Multiplayer interface. The picture below shows the screen that you
get after you have logged in
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MULTIPLAYER o] MYAT . net FLIGHTSCHOOL 2120015) OO0DoD 219 Schwechat ]
o] #FFS-MP Pro Pilots & ATC 1100 Washington Dulles Intl ] Lt
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S| zc-nw [ In this list, all the users who are online but
i»| wambunator N ) .
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l\'—
i»| helerani Host ID:
i»| Blackbeltsoe —i .
= (3 Host aircraft:
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Banged Yoice speed (kbps):

ROWERED]BY [ |
R
—

Mu{’Q@‘ﬁ'@ Hﬂngar

"A Haven for Microsoft Flight Simulator Enthusiasts”

© Panos95 & Mutleyshangar.com



How to fly Multiplayer in FSX
by panos95

3. Getting Started

3.1 Creating a new Account

As a new player you probably won’t have an account, but if you do have an account skip this step and go

directly to “Logging in”. If you had created an account for FS2004 multiplayer it will not work so you will

need to create a new one.
When opening the multiplayer tab, you’ll come across this page:

Click Create a New Account...

Wil

Fliht SimufatorX
' MULTIPLAYER - Sign In

HOME

FREE FLIGHT
MISSIONS
MULTIPLAYER
PILOT RECORDS
LEARNING CENTER
SETTINGS

ESRB Notice: Game Experience May Change DurindOnIine Play

~ Connection options

@ Internet {GameSpy) O Local netwark (LAM)

GamesSpy user ID: Player name:
[ |

GameSpy password:

Forgot My Password. .

[ Network Settings_.. '!

—I IE'FC."'k I ] ‘
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Now you will be redirected here:

All you have to do is fill all the fields. | suggest you enter a date of birth prior to 1993 or you may not get
accepted.

Wiermenf! -

Flinht Simulator™ N
' MULTIPLAYER - Create GameSpy Account

HOME ~ Create a GameSpy account
FREE FLIGHT

MISSIONS Flayer narne:

MULTIFLAYER E-rnail:

PILOT RECORDS

LEARNING CENTER Confirm e-rnail:

SETTINGS Passward:

i a0 15
| —

Confirm passward:

Month Day Tear
Date of birth: | rV‘| r""| fﬂ

[ Create GameSpy Account !

To read GameSpy's privacy policy, please visit:

http:/fcorp.ignaamespy.comdprivacy .html

Forgot your | ord?

Enter your e-rnail address: |: :|

l —i [EOWERED]BN
G
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After you create an account, you’ll be taken to the login page.

Fliafit Simulator
- MULTIPLAYER - Sign In

HOME

FREE FLIGHT
MISSIONS
MULTIPLAYER
PILOT RECORDS

ESRB Notice: Game Experience May Change During Online Play

~ Connection options

@ Internet {GameSpy) O Local networl: (LANY

GCamespy user ID: Player narne:
[ |

GameSpy password:

[»Qreaie Mew Account___ "

EEorgut My Password. .. '!

9 Contacts ~ [' Network Settings_._ v’

______ Lo Chud

\/

3.2 Logging in

Now fill in the fields. The “GameSpy user ID” is your player name. After you have entered these, click
signin
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3.3 Hosting a Session

If you want to create your own session ie host a session, then do the following: (But if you don’t want

to host your own session, skip this step and go here)

Click “Host a Session...”

L

~ Session iInformation

)

! Host a Session.__

Connect Directly_._ -J

l_! Only show sessions in my country/region

ikt O S0
Hlight Simulator
MULTIPLAYER - Lobby
HOME User: panagiotis95 Lobby: |Free Flight [y
FREE FLIGHT
MISSIONS L ession Name layers onnection earest Airfield nice
|
& MYAT .net FLIGHTSCHOOL 2720013) Schwechat LAy =
RULTIECAYER & #FS-MP Pro Pilots & ATC 17100 washington Dulles Intl AV M
PILOT RECORDS & Erie Aviators + Pro ATC 1799 Erie Intl ]
= & WATOMW-JFK JI40(10) 0ooooo 3o9 Mewark Liberty Intl ]
Sei e £  |eatwick(Yirtual) 145 000000313 Gatwick 4%
SETTINGS HippyHappy GERMANY 1730 Oooooo 313 Frankfurt™ain ]y
FSP-PORTUGAL 2440(10) 000000 374 Lisbon ]+
& ATC-PORTUGAL 1/99 000000 375 Santa Cruz LAy
Univerzal city 1549 0O0ooo 37s Maniitzoq ]
James_Sali(CZ) 418 000000 402 Hettstadt v
& GATWICK ATC 12422 FRQ 1/99 00oooo0 406 Gatwick el
LOWS 1720 000000 406 Salzburg gl
SWISSISKY 6525(5) 000000 406 Friedrichshafen ]+
free flight 218 00oooo 406 Baghdad Intl o]
F145 ONLY 3M0(3) 000000 406 Gilgit B }]

Contacts |
Labby Q} Status:
3 Friends = Description:
5 Asotos s
I zingoman |E
E Stijn117 [ | Weather:
E geolll222 Host ID:
I Makis38
I diinekis il Host aircraft:
: Recent > Shared aircraft:
Banned : Yoice speed (kbps):
(@

Click to host a session in this lobby
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Fill in all the fields:
Session Name: You write here the name of the session

Session Description: You write here the description of the session and some information you want the
others to know

Session Password: Type here a password for the session. This field is optional

Session is visible to others: Check both boxes.

nt

Mismpenfl -

Flight Simulator

MULTIPLAYER - Session Information

HOME
FREE FLIGHT

MISSIONS ~ Session information

MULTIPLAYER

= = Session name: |:-:-:NAME OF THE SESSION=> :|
PILOT RECORDS
LEARHNING CENTER Free Flight

SETTINGS

Session description: | =-<"ou write here the description

Session password {(optional): |: :I

Confirm password: |: :I

Contacts |

Lobby -~ Session availability

Friends b
L[ asctos ~ @ Session is visible to others
ni- zingoman |E VI Qn the Internet via GameSpy
& | stiin117

VI On your Local Area Network (LaM)

& | geo111222
& | Makis3s
& Tl O Do not make this session visible to others
Y ol d

Recent s

| Banned d

L e— )

Select this check box to make your session visible to others on ER7
Gy sy ——
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Now choose your desired aircraft, location, weather [It’s more realistic to choose Real-World Weather]

and Current Time and Session. Also, you can choose whether you are a pilot or an Air Traffic Controller.

Please note that you cannot change any of these when a Session is in progress

Fliht Simulator

HOME

FREE FLIGHT
MISSIONS
MULTIPLAYER
PILOT RECORDS
LEARNING CENTER
SETTINGS

MULTIPLAYER - Session Conditions

Select role:
[pitot

[+

State intentions to other players {optional):

CURRENT AIRCRAFT:

= 2 2 5 | ‘
| 1 AirCreation Trike Ultralight | | 2

ATC Hame

]

CURRENT LOCATION:

Friday Harbor |

- € y—

_CURRENT WEATHER:

CHANGE...

| 2 ‘\\’
ta ' Weather Theme: Fair Weather /! [ 4 !

)
1( CHAMNGE... ai_
CURRENT TIME AND SEASON:_ -
||

1072672007 11:20 AM |

i

[[ CHAHGE... ljl’—

[7] Launch flight with Chat window open

E CHANGE... jxjv'—"

{ Fuel and Payload. | [ LoadFlight.. § [ Save Flight...

) [ Fiiont Pranner .

Failures... i

Lobby

_Friends

Asotos
zingoman
Stijn117
geol11222
Makis38

fam] » |

diinekis

[ TTo-TorToTorTorToe]

_Banned

@/

Click “NEXT”
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Player Restrictions

Maximum players: Enter how many players you wish to able to join your session
Slots reserved for friends: Enter how many slots you wish to reserve for friends

Minutes until Session starts: Enter how many minutes you wish to go until the session is available to the
public.

Voice Communication

Enable voice communication (broadband required)

Always Activated for all players: This means that everyone who has joined your session will be able to
communicate with you, at any frequency, with the Press of CAPS LOCK

Only activated using aircraft radios: This means that everyone who has joined your session will be able
to communicate with you at a fixed frequency, with the press of CAPS LOCK

Sharing

FSX Deluxe offers a feature that FSX Standard does not: Share my aircraft. This means that 2 people can
have control of one aircraft.

- You can enter a password so that only the person you want can join your aircraft.

Flight Simulator X TS
' MULTIPLAYER - Host Options

HOME

FREE FLIGHT ~ Player restrictions

e Maximum players: |:30 :I
MULTIPLAYVER
PILOT RECORDS Slots reserved for friends: I:ﬂ

LEARNING CENTER

P D D

Minutes until session starts: I:ﬂ

[—

SETTINGS

~ Voice

m Enable voice communication (broadband required)

@ Always activated for all players

O only activated using aircraft radios

Contacts v .~ Sharing
Lobb .
ri ndv VI Share my aircraft
riends
id| Asotos - .
2 | .. |? Password (optional): |:<Password Here > :|
&| zingeman =
|| Stiin117 [[] pisahle sharing after session begins if no one has joined
&| geot11222 _ o
2 | Makis38 |_| Enable shared voice cornmunication
Al
4| diinekis i
Recent 5
Banned _5 E Advanced Options... J
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Click “NEXT”. You'll get this message

i ' Connection Completed,

P— Cancel -1

...and shortly after that, you’ll get this screen:

Wi *

Flight Simulator X
: Briefing Room

PPy
I it

Aircraft:  AircreationS32sL red
Yoice: v
Airport:  Friday Harbor (Share(l Seat ]

E Change Role or Location J

~ <<HAME OF THE SESSIOH~>>
Host ID:  panagiotis9s
Weather: ‘Weather Theme: Fair Weather

Description: << ou write here the description

Status: 1 of 30 slots taken. Waiting for players to join.

Wiraiting for host.,

Contacts |
Briefing Room %
J panagiotis95 -

Friends A
Recent >
Banned d

mIU' CLOSE SESSION Im
/
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Now, click Fly NOW. Congratulations! You have created your first Multiplayer Session

3.4 Selecting a Session

This is the easiest part. Just select a session from the list and click “NEXT"

Wierenff -

Flinht Simulatop

HOME

FREE FLIGHT
MISSIONS
MULTIPLAYER
PILOT RECORDS
LEARHNING CENTER
SETTINGS

Contacts

=

Lobby

Friends

Asctos
zingoman
Stijn117
geoll11222
Makis38
diinekis

ToeToeloeloe[beloe

] »

Recent

gj

MULTIPLAYER -

Lobby

User: panagiotis %5 Lobby:  |Free Flight [

L 'i‘Session Name layers onnection earest Airfield oice
=) MYAT.net FLIGHTSCHOOL 220(15) N00OOD 219 Schwechat I
g #FFS-MP Pro Pilots & ATC 1100 Washington Dulles Intl ]
& Erie Aviators + Pro ATC 1/99 Erie Intl ]
g VATCWW-JFK 3/40(10) 000000 309 Newark Liberty Intl g
g Gatwick(¥irtual) 145 000000313 Gatwick A
HippyHappy GERMANY 1130 0ooooo 313 Frankfurt/Main ]
=) ATC-PORTUGAL 1/99 000000375 Santa Cruz I
Universal city 1199 000000 37 s Maniitsoq ]
8 GATWICK ATC -124.22 FRQ 1/99 000000 406 Gatwick i
F145 ONLY FIH0(3) 000000 406 Gilgit )
IN ¥OLO PER L'ITALIA 1H8 000000 410 Terme v
FSP-PORTUGAL 2/40(10) 000000 434 Lisbon v
g Detroit Yirtual ATC 1450 000000 465 Willow Run ]
James_Sali(CZ) 478 000000 465 Hettstadt i
Cthulhu?177 3/M9(10) 000000 469 Mandelieu v

~ Session information

[ Host a Session._._ -]

[ Connect Directly ._.

)

|_! Only show sessions in my country/region

Status:

Description:

Weather:
Host ID:

Host aircraft:

Shared aircrafi:

Yoice speed (kbps):

[FEEEE) GRY

Leave Lobby
N
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You will get the following:

e -

Fliaht Simulator
' MULTIPLAYER - Session Conditions

Choose role State intentions to other players {optional)
[pitot K2 ) [ ]

~ Aircraft settings

CURRENT AIRCRAFT: ATC Hame
1 AirCreation Trike Ultralight (

|

CHAHNGE...

Sharing

m Share my aircraft

Password {optional): | <Password Here= :|

l_! Enable shared aircraft voice communication

l_! Disable sharing after session has started

E Fuel and Payload... i [ Load Flight... i E Save Flight... i [ Flight Planner... i E Failures... i

Contacts v

Briefing Room -~ Starting location
ﬁ cosmos01 -

O At an airpart of my choice

2

panagiotis95

CURRENT LOCATION:

Friends )
— 4 O In the air near the host
Banned ] @ At the airport nearest the host's aircraft

i""""w- — ‘

Select the required options as before and click OK. Shortly after that, click Fly Now. Now you should be
placed at the airport of your choice, in the air near the host, or at the airport nearest the host’s aircraft.
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4. Flying

4.1 OK.I'm in a Session. What’s next?

Now, you should contact the others; ask them what they want you to do. Most times, they fly from one
place to another, so what you have to do is follow them.

4.2 Communicating with others

| have a microphone

e If the host has chosen to communicate with others at a fixed radio frequency, then you should
ask him with your chat box which is the right frequency. I’'m sure he’ll answer you as soon as he
can. Then, you should tune to that frequency and press and hold down CAPS LOCK and speak.

e [f the host has chosen to communicate with others at any frequency, you can hold down CAPS
LOCK and speak.

| don’t have a microphone

e [f you don’t have a microphone, you must use the CHAT BOX, which can be opened with this key
combination: Control (CTRL)+ Shift+l

5. Frequently Asked Questions

Q=Question

A=Answer

Q1: 1 am sure | have checked the box for “share my aircraft” but my fellow friend cannot join it! The
“Join Aircraft” box appears next to the pilot whose plane | want to join, but it is unclickable! What
should | do?

Al: If this is what you get, you should do the following:

thankots Boeing 737-800 Paintd Eleftherios Ve v/ IN SESSION
cosmos01 Boeing 737-800 Paintd Eleftherios Ve v/ IN SESSION
mihaliss Boeing 737-800 A3 Alexandros Pz v/ IN SESSION
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A) Make sure the other player has ticked the “share my aircraft” box
B) Make sure you haven’t ticked the “share my aircraft” box

C) Make sure you have chosen the same aircraft as the other player has

If the above does not solve your problem, try rejoining the session.

Q2: | get low FPS in multiplayer mode while in Free Flight, in the same exactly place, | get more! What is
going on here?

A2: This is because usually there is much traffic in multiplayer mode. What you have to do is:

Before you select or host a session, you should turn settings down a bit.

Q3: 1 am the host of a session and when | try to change my aircraft or state, | am disconnected from the
session! To make matters worse, | am also disconnected from GameSpy. Why is this happening?

A3: Unfortunately, this is a FSX bug and | cannot guide you to a solution.
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